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MORE GREAT STORIES
INSIDE:
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Which is more miraculous, the generosity of people

half the world away would help build a completely

new shelter site in Iloilo or hearts that once

rejected God would return to Him? For Larry Orto,

Concepcion Head Steward, the answer is doubly

extraordinary because the story behind the ANCOP

USA and Empire East-funded Immaculate

Conception ANCOP Loong shelter site shows God

at work both in the physical world as well as in the

spiritual one. 

AS ILOILO’S
NEWEST SHELTER
SITE RISES, SO DO
CONVERSIONS

Written by Nirva Delacruz

https://ancopusa.org/


Even in its current

'under-construction'

state, it has wowed

people like

Concepcion Mayor

Raul Banias...
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Skeptics no more

“The team feels amazed and thankful for the

transformation of skeptical applicants during

Christian Life Programs (CLP). Most attended just to

qualify, but after graduation, their attitude towards

faith took a 180 degree turn,” Larry shares. Larry’s 6-

man team has witnessed several conversions among

the beneficiaries that of lapsed Catholics who now

have a deep desire to give their lives to God as

well as non-Catholics who want to come home to

the one true Church.“ Beneficiaries are very

thankful and grateful,” Larry adds, “not only will

they avail of a decent house, but also their faith

and trust in God will become stronger than ever.”

The site’s own Samahan President, elected to act

as a home-owners’ association head, experienced

a similar faith journey.. He went from being a

lukewarm Catholic who did not even go to Sunday

Mass to a fervent Catholic and Couples for Christ

leader.

Site for sore eyes

A 2.5-hour bus ride from the provincial capital,

Immaculate Conception ANCOP Loong enjoys well-

paved main roads and is set to be completed on

November 15, the World Day of the Poor.

Even in its current “under-construction” state, it has

wowed people like Concepcion Mayor Raul Banias

who said the government housing agency can pick

up a thing or two from the site.

"What makes me happy is

that even if Typhoon Tisoy

is signal no. 2, the houses

of ANCOP at Brgy. Loong

seem better than the

houses of NHA. I might

invite NHA personnel to

visit here,” the government

official said in a candid

social media post.



Beneficiaries are very

thankful and grateful, not

only will they avail of a

decent house, but also their

faith and trust in God will

become stronger than ever.

"What makes me happy is that even if Typhoon Tisoy is signal no. 2, the houses of

ANCOP at Brgy. Loong seem better than the houses of NHA. I might invite NHA

personnel to visit here,” the government official said in a candid social media post.

To date, there are 40 fully completed units that have been raffled to qualified

beneficiaries. Another 60 units funded by ANCOP USA are under construction. This

is just the beginning. 

What other wonders does God have in store for a site named after His Mother’s

sinless conception? Stay tuned.
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The 17th annual ANCOP

Walk was hosted virtually

and started with a virtual

kick-off party last August

30. 

Movespring app helped

participants from all over

the US join at their own

pace and from the comfort

of neighborhood parks and

walking trails. Instead of

the traditional 1-day event,

#avw2020 was initially

planned for 4-weeks but

was later extended for

another 4-weeks as the

level of engagement and

participation was

unprecedented. 

After the initial shock

of not being able to

hug and shake hands

with everyone in the

CFC community, we

moved from confusion

to solution to

inspiration.

AGW 2020 RECAP

Written by Ghia-Celeste Pineda

2020 has been exceptionally challenging for

everyone around the world, marked by the

uncertainty brought about by COVID. Around mid-

March, Couples for Christ USA suspended all face

to face events to ensure everyone’s health and

safety. 

After the initial shock of not being able to hug and

shake hands with everyone in the CFC community,

along with not being able to enjoy fellowship as

one big family, together we moved from confusion

to solution to inspiration. Household meetings

became Zoom meetings, 3-day conferences

became a series of weekend virtual conferences,

and ANCOP Walk was no exception.
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The first ANCOP Virtual Walk ended last October 31 with 625 million steps and

raised $372,800 in donations.

On a year when it is most difficult, we all came together and stepped up for the

poor beyond anyone's expectations! This is a testament to our commitment as

community to help the poor; to be there for them when they need us the most; and

to live by the values that our faith has taught us.

Along with being able to help the poor, the 2020 ANCOP Virtual Walk provided an

opportunity for all of us to enjoy some healthy competition.

On a year when it is

most difficult, we all

came together and

stepped up for the

poor beyond

anyone's

expectations!



THE  S TY L I S TA

COL LECT I VE
THE  ULT IMATE  FASH ION  GU IDE  FOR  A  SOPH I S T I CA TED  S TY LE

OCTOBER  2020 ,  I S SUE  1 8D E C  2 0 2 0  |  R E C E N T  N E W S / E V E N T S

Congratulations to all the winners! Below are some of the winners:

2020 has limited us from making new memories with

friends and outside our homes, but it gave us an

opportunity to have more FUN with our FAMILY, while we

put our FAITH in action and tripled our FUNDRAISING

efforts for our less fortunate brethren. 
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HOLD Adopt a Scholar
(HAS) Project

Mother Teresa once said, “Spread love

everywhere you go, let no one ever come to

you without leaving happier”. This is what

ANCOP stands for, to shape the future of

young minds, getting them ready to spread

their wings and be the future of the world.

Subsumed under the Educational Sponsorship

Program (ESP), formerly called the Child

Sponsorship Program, the Hold Adopt a

Scholar project (HAS) is a rebirth.

Written by Lorna Lindsey

The premise of the

program is HOLD

members provide

educational support to a

son or daughter of

underprivileged HOLD

members. It opens

otherwise inaccessible

opportunities for them, to

take college courses as

well as Technical

Vocational Education

Training (TVET).
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As a pre-requisite, the applicant’s mother must

be a HOLD member whose monthly income is

P18,000 and below. The applicant’s Grade Point

Average should be 83% or higher for college

courses, and 82.99% and lower for TVET. College

applicants can choose from state colleges and

universities, while TVET applicants can select

from state colleges and universities like Don

Bosco, TESDA, or TESDA-accredited schools. The

age requirement for the College applicants is up

to 23 years and for the TVET applicants, up to 30

years old.

Priority courses for college include Accountancy

& Financial Management, Agriculture & other

Agri-based courses, Community Development &

Social Work, Computer Science & Information

Technology, Education, Engineering, and Multi-

Media Arts. The priority courses for college TVET

are the following: Shielded Metal Arc Welding;

Automotive Servicing; Computer Technology’,

Electro-Mechanical Technology, Fitter Machinist,

Refrigeration & Aircon Technician, Motorcycle

Servicing and Sewing.

Since 2012 H-A-S has sponsored 269 students of

which 162 have graduated and now employed as

Teachers, IT experts, Engineers, HR practitioners,

accountants, in private companies, government

offices, and some as overseas workers.

Mother Teresa once

said, 'Spread love

everywhere you go,

let no one ever

come to you without

leaving happier.'



Further, HAS does not only

empower and transform lives on

the college level but broadens the

impact of sponsorship among high

school and elementary. 

Currently, there are 47 HAS

sponsorships of which 17 scholars

have graduated. As in all other

projects, implementation can

sometimes face unforeseen

circumstances that challenge the

human resolve. But with the deep

commitment, a loving heart, and

staunch faith of everyone

involved, roadblocks are

traversed, and goals are fulfilled.

To quote Mother Teresa again,

“Intense love does not measure, it

just gives”. 

Amazingly, love pervades

throughout the year and onwards.

HAS is on fire!

D E C  2 0 2 0  |  M I N I S T R Y  F O C U S

HAS does not only empower

and transform lives on the

college level but broadens

the impact of sponsorship

among high school and

elementary.
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AUSA, INC. 4-YEAR COMPARATIVE
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

NOTES:
1. Includes Corporate Matching, Individual Sponsorships, Amazon Smile,

Facebook Fundraising, BofA Rewards, Used‐Car Donations, etc.

2. Medicines for Medical Missions

3. Special Events includes funds from Ancop Walk, Calamity Relief Drive, Love

& Mercy Fund Campaign and revenues from other national- and regional‐level

fundraising events

4. Additional expenses for new CSP scholars will reflect in December 2020
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NIRVA DELACRUZ
LAYOUT ARTIST

CRISTINA BALTAZAR

I F  Y O U  A R E  I N T E R E S T E D  T O  B E  A

F E A T U R E  W R I T E R ,  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T

G H I A . P I N E D A @ A N C O P U S A . O R G

Watch now>>

 F A C E B O O K . C O M /

A N C O P U S A

@ C F C A N C O P U S A  

Follow us>>

FROM THE EDITORIAL TEAM

https://ancopusa.org/newsletter/2020Dec/IntroVid
https://ancopusa.org/newsletter/2020Dec/IntroVid
https://www.facebook.com/ancopusa
https://www.facebook.com/ancopusa
https://www.facebook.com/ancopusa
https://www.instagram.com/cfcancopusa/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/cfcancopusa/?hl=en

